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Wheatley Hill Primary School 

Foreign Languages Policy  

 
We are a Rights Respecting School where our ethos encourages the fostering and promoting of 

children’s talents and abilities. We aim to provide a curriculum that inspires and delivers high 

quality learning experience for all. 

Article 28 and Article 29 

 

The New Primary Curriculum 

 

1  Rationale for Teaching Languages at KS2 

 
1.1 As the UK is becoming an increasingly multicultural society, we have a duty to provide 

our children with an understanding of other cultures and languages. From September 

2014 all KS2 children are entitled to learn a language other than English.  At 

Wheatley Hill Primary School, we believe strongly in the benefit of this and are 

continuing to develop teaching of French for all KS2 children (Y3 to Y6). Foundation 

Stage and KS1 children (Y1 and Y2) will receive language teaching on an informal 

basis where it is appropriate to include in the syllabus, although we encourage and 

support a whole school approach.  

1.2  Learning a language enriches the curriculum, providing excitement, enjoyment and 

challenge for children and teachers, helping to create enthusiastic learners and to 

develop positive attitudes to language learning throughout life. The natural links 

between languages and other areas of the curriculum can enhance the overall 

teaching and learning experience. The skills, knowledge and understanding gained 

make a major contribution to the development of children's oracy and literacy and to 

their understanding of their own culture/s and those of others. Language also lies at 

the heart of ideas about individual identity and community, and learning another 

language can do a great deal to shape children's ideas in this critical area as well as 

giving them a new perspective on their own language.  

1.3 Language learning stimulates children's creativity Children enjoy taking an active 

part in language lessons. They join in with singing, reciting rhymes and poems, and 

respond to stories. They create mimes, sketches and role-play, imitating accurate 

intonation and pronunciation. They play games, take turns, make things, take the role 

of the teacher and experiment creatively with language.  

1.4 Language learning supports oracy and literacy Children spend much of their time in 

language lessons speaking, listening and interacting - more than in most other 

subjects. They take part in role-plays, conversations and question and answer work, 

sing songs and recite, perform to an audience and respond to a wide range of aural 

stimuli. This emphasis on communication, including language learning's important role 



in the 'education of the ear', underpins children's capabilities in oracy, which is 

critical to effective communication as well as a key foundation for literacy. 

1.5 Language learning leads to gains across the curriculum Children approach a broad 

range of learning activities in a new and challenging context; these relate to mother 

tongue literacy, to mathematics and other subject areas such as geography, music 

and citizenship. This can lead to deep learning and significant gains in their general 

understanding as they recycle and reinterpret existing knowledge. Through the 

conscious development of language learning they are also learning how to learn.  

1.6 Language learning supports and celebrates the international dimension Although it 

enjoys much more linguistic diversity than in the past, England remains a place where 

the motivation to learn another language is affected by the position of English as a 

widely spoken, world language. This makes it even more important that we give all 

children the chance to learn a language in order to gain insights into their own lives 

and those of others around the world. They need the chance to make contact with 

people in other countries and cultures and to reflect upon their own cultural 

identities and those of other people. 

 
 

2 Aims and Objectives 

 
     The national curriculum for languages aims to ensure that all pupils: 

 understand and respond to spoken and written language from a variety of 

authentic sources 

 speak with increasing confidence, fluency and spontaneity, finding ways of  

          communicating what they want to say, including through discussion and    

          asking questions, and continually improving the accuracy of their    

          pronunciation and intonation 

 can write at varying length, for different purposes and audiences, using the 

variety of grammatical structures that they have learnt 

 discover and develop an appreciation of a range of writing in the language 

studied. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



3  Teaching and learning styles and procedures 

 
3.1 At Wheatley Hill Primary School, we will use a variety of teaching and learning 

styles in our MFL lessons. Our principal aim is to develop children’s knowledge, 

skills, and understanding. Children will have the opportunity to support their work 

with a variety of resources. We will aim for a balance of whole class, group and 

independent learning. Wherever possible we encourage children to use and apply 

their learning in other areas of the curriculum; ICT, PE and Music, for example, 

are particularly appropriate for cross-curricular teaching.  

 

3.2 Teaching strategies include games, role-play, repetition and action songs. We may   

use puppets and soft toys to demonstrate the foreign language, and we also invite 

native speakers into the classroom if possible to provide an excellent model of 

     the spoken language as well as to involve the children in learning about the    

     culture of country. We use mime to accompany new vocabulary as this serves to  

     demonstrate the language without the need for translation. We develop   

     listening, responding and speaking skills in the Foundation Stage and KS1 and  

    then continue these in KS2, with the addition of simple reading and writing skills. 

 

3.3    We use a multi-sensory and kinesthetic approach to teaching, i.e. we try to      

         introduce a physical element into some of the games, rhymes and songs as we    

         believe this serves to reinforce memory. We make lessons as enjoyable as        

         possible, so that the children develop a positive attitude to the learning of modern     

        foreign languages. We build the children’s confidence through praise for any     

        contribution they make, however tentative. 

 

3.4   Our chosen language for KS2 is French, based on popularity of choice at KS3, staff    

       knowledge and availability of quality resources.  

 

3.5 The lessons are to be delivered by the class teacher, higher level teaching assistant 

or PPA cover teacher, with support from the MFL Subject Leader. Lessons are up 

to 60 mins (according to age) and lesson objectives, where possible may be 

followed up, where possible, in other 5-10 min sessions throughout the week. 

Greetings, registers, classroom routines and praise words can be conducted in 

another language. The focus will be on enabling pupils to make substantial progress 

in the studied language.  

 

3.6  Children in KS1 are introduced to other languages and cultures on an informal basis   

      where they are linked and relevant to current topics. Cultural diversity and    

      traditions are celebrated wherever possible.  

 

 

 



4  The Curriculum 

 
4.1   Our resources are drawn from the Durham and Sunderland Schemes which are    

       based around the QCA Scheme of Work. We have content and skills based   

      objectives   

4.2  We teach the children how to: 

 listen attentively to spoken language and show understanding by joining in and 

responding 

 explore the patterns and sounds of language through songs and rhymes and link 

the spelling, sound and meaning of words 

 engage in conversations; ask and answer questions; express opinions and respond 

to those of others; seek clarification and help 

 speak in sentences, using familiar vocabulary, phrases and basic language 

structures 

 develop accurate pronunciation and intonation so that others understand when 

they are reading aloud or using familiar words and phrases 

 present ideas and information orally to a range of audiences 

 read carefully and show understanding of words, phrases and simple writing 

 appreciate stories, songs, poems and rhymes in the language 

 broaden their vocabulary and develop their ability to understand new words that 

are introduced into familiar written material, including through using a dictionary 

 understand basic grammar appropriate to the language being studied, including 

(where relevant): feminine, masculine and neuter forms and the conjugation of 

high-frequency verbs; key features and patterns of the language; how to apply 

these, for instance, to build sentences; and how these differ from or are similar 

to English. 

 write phrases from memory, and adapt these to create new sentences, to 

express ideas clearly 

 describe people, places, things and actions orally and in writing 

 have clear, achievable objectives 

 be carefully planned and structured 

 be practical, active and varied 

 involve the use of ICT where appropriate  

 include whole class, small group and pair work 

 promote success and self esteem 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



5   Planning and Assessment 
 

5.1 The class teacher/PPA teacher, HLTA plans and delivers the lessons following 

guidance from the Durham PMFL team, using the QCA Scheme of work and the Durham 

and Sunderland Scheme resources. 

 

5.2      Assessment for learning 
 Teachers assess children’s work in MFL in three phases. The short-term 

        assessments that teachers make as part of every lesson help them to adjust their 

daily plans. They match these short-term assessments closely to the teaching 

objectives. Written or verbal feedback is given to help guide children’s progress. 

Older children are encouraged to make judgements about how they can improve their 

own work. 

 

 Teachers use medium-term assessments to measure progress against the key 

objectives, and to help them plan for the next unit of work.  

 

 Teachers make long-term assessments towards the end of the school year. With the 

help of these long-term assessments they are able to set targets for the next school 

year, and to summarise the progress of each child. The next teacher then uses these 

long-term assessments as the planning basis for the new school year. 

 

 

6 Wider Opportunities 

 
Whenever possible the class teachers look for opportunities to enhance their 

International Curriculum, e.g. a French picnic, making Poissons d’Avril at Easter, a visit 

from a chef to demonstrate regional food. 

 

7 Resources 
 

We use a wide variety of resources – many of which are already in school for other 

parts of the curriculum, e.g. multi link and dice. We use songs and stories from 

different publications. The Interactive Whiteboard, flashcards and realia (real life 

objects) are all used for many aspects of teaching MFL. 

 

8 Health and Safety 

 

Audio visual equipment should be checked for safety. 

A risk assessment is carried out prior to visits.  

 

 

 



9 Rights Respecting Schools Award. (RRSA) 
 

 We now participate in the RRSA which promotes the rights of the child as laid down by UNICEF 
Convention of Rights of the Child (CRC). As participants in this scheme we: 

 

 Ensure that through the teaching and delivery of M.F.L that coverage of any relevant 
UNICEF Articles is undertaken. 

 Listen to the views of the children in our school regarding M.F.L if required. 

 

10 Equal Opportunities 

 
The way the lessons and scheme of work are planned takes in to account the 

differences in interests between boys and girls. We avoid gender stereotyping when 

organizing into groups and assigning activities. We take in to account the differences of 

religious and cultural beliefs by highlighting the different religious festivals in the 

target language countries. Teaching MFL is a vital way to enhance pupil’s perceptions 

and to promote positive attitudes towards cultural diversity. 

 

11  MFL and Inclusion 

 

In all classes children have a wide range of abilities, and we seek to provide suitable 

learning opportunities for all children by matching the challenge of the task to the 

ability of the child. MFL is a highly inclusive subject, however, and despite our principal 

aim of developing children’s knowledge, skills, and understanding, the initial focus will be 

on enjoyment. At our school we will teach MFL to all KS2 children, whatever their ability 

and individual needs. MFL forms part of the school curriculum policy to provide a broad 

and balanced education to all children. Through our MFL teaching we provide learning 

opportunities that enable all pupils to make good progress. We strive hard to meet the 

needs of those pupils with special educational needs, those with disabilities, those with 

special gifts and talents, and those learning English as an additional language (EAL), and 

we take all reasonable steps to achieve this.  

 

12  Role of the Subject Leader 
 

The Subject Leader is responsible for long, medium and short term planning. The SL will 

revise the Schemes of Work in the light of evaluations. SL also supports the class 

teachers with the target language and MFL methodology. 

  

SL will also lead ideas for celebrating Language Days and Cultural Weeks. 

 

 

 

 

 



13 Role of the Governing Body 
 

A report about the progress of PMFL is submitted annually to the governors. 

 

14 Parents and the Wider Community 
 

Parents and carers have an important role to play in helping their children to learn about 

languages. They can encourage their child to practise the language we learn every week 

and help to understand the differences in culture. 

There will be further opportunities to develop Intercultural Understanding throughout 

the year such as e.g an afterschool French club, celebration of the European day of 

languages, a cultural week and a family event. 

 

The school actively encourages visits from local speakers of another target language. 

 

15 Monitoring and review 
The Subject Leader reports to the governors on progress in teaching and learning. 

 
 
             
             

            If you have difficulty in reading or interpreting this document then please call 
01325 300334. It may be possible to provide alternative formats. 
 

 

 
 


