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  Mathematics Policy 
 

We are a Rights Respecting School where our ethos encourages the fostering and promoting of 
children’s talents and abilities. We aim to provide a curriculum that inspires and delivers a high 

quality learning experience for all. 
Article 28 and Article 29 

 
 

Aims and objectives 

 
 Mathematics teaches children how to make sense of the world around them through 

developing their ability to calculate, reason and solve problems. It enables children to 
understand relationships and patterns in both number and space in their everyday lives. 
Through their growing knowledge and understanding, children learn to appreciate the 
contribution made by many cultures to the development and application of mathematics. 

 Our objectives in the teaching of mathematics are: 

 to meet the statutory requirements of the New National Curriculum (2014); 

 to promote enjoyment of learning through practical activity, exploration and 
discussion; 

 to promote confidence and competence with numbers and the number system; 

 to develop the ability to solve problems, to reason, to think logically and work 
systematically and accurately in a range of contexts; 

 to develop a practical understanding of the ways in which information is gathered and 
presented; 

 to explore features of shape and space, and develop measuring skills in a range of 
contexts; 

 to develop the ability to use and apply mathematics across the curriculum and in real 
life. 

 

Teaching and learning styles 

 
At Wheatley Hill Community Primary and Nursery School we use a variety of teaching 
learning styles in Maths lessons. The National Curriculum 2014 has been adopted in the 
school. 

 
 Our principal aim is to develop children's knowledge, skills and understanding. During our 

daily lessons, we encourage children to ask as well as answer mathematical questions. 
They have the opportunity to use a wide range of resources, such as number lines, number 
squares, digit cards and small apparatus to support their work. ICT is used in mathematics 
lessons for modelling ideas and methods. Wherever possible, we encourage the children to 
apply their learning to everyday situations. 

 In all classes, children have a wide range of mathematical abilities. We recognise this fact 
and provide suitable learning opportunities for all children by matching the challenge of the 
task to the ability of the child. We achieve this through a range of strategies – in some 
lessons through differentiated group work, and in other lessons by organising the children 
to work in pairs on open-ended problems or games. We use learning support assistants to 
support some children, and to ensure that work is matched to the needs of individuals. 



 

 

Mathematics curriculum planning  

 
 Long Term Planning: Mathematics is a core subject in the National Curriculum. The New 

National Curriculum 2014 provides the long term planning for mathematics taught in the 
school. The framework has six main areas of study:  

• Numbers (including place value, addition, subtraction, multiplication, division, fractions,  

  decimals and percentages. 

• Ratio and Proportion  

• Algebra  

• Measurement  

• Geometry  

• Statistics.  

 Medium-term planning: These give details of the main teaching objectives for each term. 
They ensure an appropriate balance and distribution of work across each term. They are 
adjusted on a half-termly basis as a result of analysis of assessment data.  Curriculum 
target areas are highlighted by the teacher. Plans are kept and reviewed by the Head 
teacher and subject leader during book and planning scrutinises. 

 Short-term planning: Class teachers select the objectives to be taught each week. These 
weekly plans list the specific learning objectives and expected outcomes for each lesson 
and give details of how the lessons are to be taught. Teachers use their own judgement as 
to the order of delivery and timing may be flexible in response to learning and assessment. 
Plans are kept and reviewed by the Head teacher and subject leader during book and 
planning scrutinises. 

 Key Stage 1 and Key Stage 2: There is a daily mathematics lesson for all children in 
mixed ability classes. Differentiation is used to meet the needs of all children. During the 
year there are intervention groups taught separately to the rest of the class using a variety 
of materials. These use pre-teach and closing the gap strategies to ensure good progress 
in the subject.  

 The Foundation Stage: We teach maths in the foundation stage as an integral part of the 
school’s work. For these children provision is made for the ELG mathematics strand 
objectives. These are linked with the year 1 objectives from The New National Curriculum 
2014 where appropriate. We give all the children ample opportunity to develop their 
understanding of number, measurement, pattern, shape and space, through varied 
activities that allow them to enjoy, explore, practise and talk confidently about mathematics. 

 In our school we plan activities in mathematics so that they build on the children's prior 
learning. While we give children of all abilities the opportunity to develop their skills, 
knowledge and understanding, we also plan progression into our planning so that there is 
an increasing challenge for the children as they move up through the school. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Assessment  

 

Short term: Children’s class work is assessed frequently through regular marking, 
analysing children’s work, questioning and discussion. Children’s work is marked and 
feedback is given with next steps as in line with the marking and feedback policy. We use 
short-term assessments to help us adjust our daily plans. 

Medium Term: Every half-term pupils in each class are assessed using teacher 
assessment resources. Staff use these assessments to inform curriculum planning and 
track pupils’ progress. A moderating meeting to review the accuracy of these judgements is 
held each term.  

Long-term: We make long-term assessments towards the end of the school year, and we 
use these to assess progress against school and national targets and against Age Related 
Expectations. The following tests are also carried out annually: 

• SATs at the end of Y2 and Y6  

The results of these are recorded and targets are set for the following year.  

At the end of each year, each teacher creates a summary of each child's progress before 
discussing it with parents. We also pass this information on to the next teacher at the end 
of the year, so that s/he can plan for the new school year.  

The children are assessed in the early years using the Foundation Stage Profile. 

 

Contribution of mathematics to teaching in other curriculum areas 

  
Mathematics is a tool for everyday life. By making links to other subjects we aim to provide 
real contexts for the children to apply their skills taught during maths lessons. 

 
 English 

 The teaching of mathematics contributes significantly to children's understanding of English 
in our school by actively promoting the skills of reading, writing, speaking and listening. For 
example, in mathematics lessons, we expect children to read and interpret problems, in 
order to identify the mathematics involved. Children are also asked to discuss, explain and 
present their work to others during lessons. In English lessons, too, maths can contribute: 
younger children enjoy stories and rhyme that rely on counting and sequencing, while older 
children encounter mathematical vocabulary, graphs and charts when reading non-fiction 
texts. 

  Personal, social and health education (PSHE) and citizenship 

 Mathematics contributes to the teaching of PSHE and citizenship. The work that children 
do outside their normal lessons encourages independent study and helps them to become 
increasingly responsible for their own learning. The planned activities that children do 
within the classroom encourage them to work together and respect each other's views.  

  Spiritual, moral, social and cultural development 

 The teaching of mathematics supports the social development of our children through the 
way we expect them to work with each other in lessons. We group children so that they 
work together, and we give them the chance to discuss their ideas and results. 

 We are a rights respecting school which places the UN convention on the rights of the child 
at the heart of its ethos and curriculum.  We teach children about children’s rights and 
respect in all our relationships, whether teacher to pupil, pupil to teacher or pupil to pupil.  
This enables our school to have a more inclusive and caring atmosphere. 



 

 

Mathematics and ICT 

 
 Mathematics is taught through ICT where it is appropriate and where the use of ICT 

enhances the teaching and learning. This could be in the classroom using a single 
computer, laptop or IPad or using the interactive whiteboard. 

 

Information and communication technology enhances the teaching of mathematics 
significantly, because ICT is particularly useful for mathematical tasks. It also offers ways 
of impacting on learning which are not possible with conventional methods. Teachers can 
use software to present information visually, dynamically and interactively, so that children 
understand concepts more quickly. Younger children use ICT to communicate results with 
appropriate mathematical symbols. Older children use it to produce graphs and tables 
when explaining their results. They can also use simulations to identify patterns and 
relationships.  

 

Mathematics and Inclusion 

  

At Wheatley Hill Community Primary and Nursery School we aim to provide every child 
with an equal opportunity to access a broad and balanced curriculum, regardless of 
gender, ability, attainment, background and ethnicity. We teach mathematics to all children, 
whatever their ability and individual needs. Mathematics forms part of the school curriculum 
policy: to provide a broad and balanced education to all children (Article 28 and Article 29). 
All children are included in the daily maths lesson. Through our mathematics teaching, we 
provide learning opportunities that enable all pupils to make good progress. We strive to 
meet the needs of those pupils with special educational needs and disabilities, those who 
are more able and talented and those learning English as an additional language: 

 Providing learning opportunities matched to the needs of all children,  

 Valuing the wide variety of experiences all children bring to our school, 

 Using differentiation, pre-teach and intervention strategies to ensure any gaps in the 
maths curriculum are closed, 

 Creating individual provision maps for children (setting individual targets) which ensure 
any gaps in the maths curriculum are closed, 

 Providing a differentiated curriculum for those children who are more able and talented, 

 Using a balance of aural, visual and kinaesthetic stimuli and 

 Using visual and written materials in different forms and ICT and other technological 
aids. 

 

 We enable all pupils to have access to the full range of activities involved in learning 
mathematics. Where children are to participate in activities outside the classroom (for 
example: Forest Schools activities) we carry out a risk assessment prior to the activity, to 
ensure that the activity is safe and appropriate for all pupils.  

 

 



 

Resources and Display 

 

 Various teachers’ resource books are available in all classrooms in order to support 
teaching and learning.   

 Interactive Abacus whiteboard activities and Mathletics are used in our school to 
support the teaching of maths.  

 A wide range of appropriate small apparatus is available in each classroom. 

 Calculators and a variety of larger apparatus are available from the central resources 
area.  

 The library contains books to support children's individual research. 

 A range of software is available to support work with the computers. 

 Each classroom has a mathematical display area with appropriate mathematical 
vocabulary and visual aids. 

 

Additional Staff in Classrooms 

 

 At Wheatley Hill Community Primary and Nursery School, we value the contribution that 
support staff make to the learning of our pupils. We plan for effective deployment of 
support staff: 

 Teachers ensure that support staff are planned for effectively during whole class 
and groups sessions, 

 Support staff work alongside the class teacher to support each child’s individual 
targets, 

 Support staff teach interventions and keep the teacher informed about the progress 
made in these and 

 Support staff work with all children so that all children have the same opportunities 
to be supported in their work. 

 

Monitoring and review 

 
 Monitoring the standards of children’s work and of the quality of teaching in mathematics is 

the responsibility of the subject leader in co-operation with the Head Teacher. The work of 
the subject leader also involves: 

 supporting colleagues in their teaching, by keeping informed about current 
developments in mathematics, and by providing a strategic lead and direction for this 
subject, 

 scrutiny of maths books and planning, 

 resourcing and  

 giving the Head Teacher an annual subject report, evaluating the strengths and areas 
for further improvement in the subject. 

 
 A named member of the school's governing body is briefed to oversee the teaching of 

maths. The maths governor meets regularly with the subject leader to review progress. 

 This policy will be reviewed annually. 

 



 

 

 


