
 

 

 

Year 2 – Group B 

Thursday 22nd September 2016 

Our first exciting Outdoor Learning adventure begins!  

We met Steve (our instructor), Jack and Steph. 

Our day began straight away with Waterproof 

trousers, we all tucked them into our wellies, oh 

no! We soon found out this was not to best 

way. Steve asked us what would happen if we 

went into the sea and the waves went up to 

our knees. Then we knew, we imagined the 

water flowing into our wellies. Although we 

needed Jack to find our sizes we all managed 

to get dressed ourselves. To  to 

 

The next bit surprised us – Steve 

rummaged around and placed 4 different 

colour and size boxes on the floor! They 

were our thought boxes and our thoughts 

were going inside them. 

This is where our Risk Assessment was going 

to happen. 

WHITE BOX – HAZARD 

What is the hazard in crossing the road? 

William, “Got knocked over by a bike or car.” 

James said an HGV and William said it wouldn’t fit in the box. It was then we knew we 

needed our imaginations. 

The discussion went into other areas like the kitchen where Mazie spoke about knives and 

the cooker.  

The whole group participated and all put something in the box. There were some interesting 

things going into the box – a man, hammocks, a bull, hamster and kangeroos! 

GREEN BOX – WHAT MIGHT HAPPEN? 

William recalled the danger of getting ran over, “Brain damage – dead.”  

Most of the group could remember what they had put in the box, every child could think 

of something that might happen because of the hazard. 

 Brandan said, “The knife would cut your hand off.” 



RED BOX – WHO MIGHT BE AT RISK? 

Bende was still focussing on answering the previous question while the rest of the group 

mentioned themselves, family, friends and everyone! Good understanding of risk 

assessment so far. 

BLUE BOX – WHAT COULD WE DO TO KEEP OURSELVES SAFE? 

All of the group could find solutions. Steve recalled the children’s hazards and the answers 

came firing back! 

Switch off electricity, build a cage, hold hands, a net and fire a missile! 

The group were able to do a risk assessment at each stage of their learning. Even when 

they went back to school! Lucie noticed the corner of the rug was starting to curl. Lucie  and 

Allyssa were heard talking about it. We could trip over. What can we do? Get a chair and 

put it over the carpet to stop everyone tripping over. Tell Mrs Carney. Wow, they had 

transferred their learning. 

Before we left we discussed how we were going to behave and we found that the rules 

were the same for in school.  

Finlay said he likes looking out of the window 

and sitting by himself. I do too! 

RISK ASSESSMENT – Lucie, “We need our 

seatbelts on ‘cos we might crash.” 

William questioned Steve on whether he had a 

license to drive! 

 

 

 

 

Our Outdoor Classroom. 

We tried to mark out our 10 metre 

square classroom. This began by 

following Steve with our cones. 

Margaret was a great help at 

handing out the cones to each of 

the group. We managed a circle 

and with support from Steve we 

eventually tackled the square, the 

corner flags were a great help! We 

needed to stay inside our 

classroom.  

Mazie struggled with this! 

 



Our Tent. 

We were very excited but we controlled that excitement so we could work safely. Again 

we assessed the dangers and discussed how we could keep ourselves safe. 

Lucie looked at the mallet and asked, “Is 

it dangerous?”          Lucie and the team 

completed another risk assessment! 

Patrycja knew how to keep well away 

from the mallet! 

 

We needed help to position the tent, we went 

clockwise until the tents door was pointing to 

the trailer. We needed to work as a team.   

 

We used our previously required pegging 

skills and applied these to pinning down the 

tent, but it was flat on the ground! 

Mazie ran straight to the bag containing the 

pole, “Is this pole high enough?” Good use of 

mathematical language. 

 

William, “I know how you do that.” But before William could 

pull the long poles out, Margaret called out, “It bang each 

other on the head.” Wow, she was doing her own risk 

assessment! 

 

 

               



                       

         

                      

Lunch then the beach!  

Risk assessing, drawing, exploring and finding, writing, our alphabet  work – wow so much 

learning to do! 



Margaret was overwriting her name with Steve while others practiced their listening skills at 

finding the initial sound when given a word , there were some extremely competitive 

children.  

Patrycja was really good at carefully selecting things from the beach, she showed me 

everytime. She also drew a whole line of jellyfish which Margaret copied.  

Finlay found some seaweed and excitingly told Steve it was sea salad.  

Alyssa noticed the outline of me when I stood up and she said, “You look like Jesus.” We 

had just been talking about the Bible in our RE lesson. 

We all ended up in the sea and that was 

because our listening skills, following 

instructions and our awareness of the 

dangers were really good. 

 

On the way back to our tent, James 

noticed the sign and read every piece to 

Jack! However he was keen to get to 

Steve and tell him that nothing should be 

removed from the beach. James was 

concerned. 

We safely put the tent away and reluctantly returned to the bus – very tired and happy. 

Next Steps 

 To work on our team building skills 

 To work on not letting our monster distractions get in the way of our learning 

 To be aware of our surroundings and keep in mind the risk assessment 

Possible Learning 

 Team work, communication and managing behaviours 

 Improved ability to remain focused when surrounded by distractions. 

 Ability to be safe in an unusual environment, identifying risks and keeping oneself 

safe. 

 Maths skills – using shape to establish safe perimeters. 

 English skills – knowing the alphabet, being able to segment to find initial sounds 

 Physical skills – walking in uneven terrain, being aware of others around us when 

carrying equipment, using tools safely, operating in challenging weather and 

environments. 

 Science and geography – coastal exploration 



 

 

 


