
Wheatley Hill Community Primary and Nursery School 

 

English Policy 

 

Introduction 

At Wheatley Hill Community Primary and Nursery School, we believe that English is a 

fundamental life skill. English develops children’s ability to listen, speak, read and write for a 

wide range of purposes. Children are enabled to express themselves creatively and imaginatively, 

as they become enthusiastic and critical readers of stories, poetry and drama, as well as of non-

fiction and media texts. Children gain an understanding of how language works by looking at its 

patterns, structures and origins. Children use their knowledge, skills and understanding in 

speaking and writing across a range of different situations. 

 

We are a Rights Respecting School where our ethos encourages the fostering and promoting of 

children’s talents and abilities. We aim to provide a curriculum that inspires and delivers a high 

quality learning experience for all. 

Article 28 and Article 29 

 

Aims and Objectives 

 To enable children to speak clearly and audibly and to take account of their listeners; 

 To encourage children to listen with concentration, in order to identify the main points 

of what they have heard; 

 To show children how to adapt their speech to a wide range of circumstances and 

demands; 

 To teach children effective communication, both verbal and non-verbal, through a 

variety of drama activities, including the communication of their ideas, views and 

feelings; 

 To help them become confident, independent readers, through an appropriate focus on 

word, sentence and text-level knowledge; 

 To develop enthusiastic and reflective readers, through contact with challenging and 

substantial texts; 

 To foster the enjoyment of writing, and a recognition of its value; 

 Be able to write in a variety of styles and forms, be it narrative or non fiction, showing 

awareness of audience and purpose;  

 To use grammar and punctuation accurately;  

 To improve the planning, drafting and editing of their written work; 

 To produce well-presented written work; 

 To use a cursive handwriting style 

 To be competent spellers and understand spelling conventions;  

 To develop powers of imagination, inventiveness and critical awareness in all areas of 

literacy.  

 

Teaching and Learning 

At Wheatley Hill Community Primary and Nursery School we use a variety of teaching and 

learning styles in our English lessons in order to meet the needs of all our pupils. Our principal 

aim is to develop children’s knowledge, skills, and understanding. In Key Stages 1 and 2 we do 

this through a daily lesson in which children may experience a reading or writing activity, a 

focused word or sentence activity, a guided group or independent activity, and whole class 

sessions to review progress and learning. We aim for a balance of whole class, group and 

independent learning; the independent activity providing an opportunity to talk and collaborate, 



and so embed and enhance their learning. A range of teaching strategies are used which may 

include demonstration, modelling, explanation, questioning, and discussion. Speaking and listening 

activities are embedded throughout the Curriculum. Children have the opportunity to experience 

a wide range of texts, and to support their work with a variety of resources, such as 

dictionaries, thesauruses and individual word banks. Staff provide balanced and varied learning 

opportunities within the classroom, i.e. VAK, content and organisation. Children use ICT in 

English lessons where it enhances their learning, as in drafting their work and in using 

multimedia to study how words and images are combined to convey meaning. Wherever possible 

we encourage children to use and apply their learning in other areas of the Curriculum. 

 

In all classes children have a wide range of abilities, and we seek to provide suitable learning 

opportunities for all children by matching the challenge of the task to the ability of the child. 

We achieve this through a range of strategies. In some lessons we do it through differentiated 

group work, while in others we ask children to work from the same starting point before moving 

on to develop their own ideas. We use classroom assistants to support children, and to enable 

work to be matched to the needs of individuals. Groupings are flexible and assessed regularly by 

class teachers. 

 

Lessons are planned to cover reading, writing, phonics, spelling, comprehension, speaking and 

listening and grammar activities. All activities are designed to support children in acquiring 

knowledge and understanding to help move them forward in their learning and become prepared 

for statutory assessments. Year 1 phonics test, Y2 reading and writing SAT, Y6 reading, writing 

SATs and GPS tests. 

 

Curriculum planning 

We carry out the curriculum planning in Literacy in three phases (long-term, medium term and 

short term). The National Curriculum 2014 details what objectives need to be taught in each 

year group. The Focus Education English Curriculum is used to divide the genres we teach in the 

long term plan and these are linked with cross-curricular subjects where appropriate. The 

genres for each year group are uploaded onto the Gateway in the planning folder.  

 

Our medium-term plans are adapted from the long term plan and assessments that are carried 

out at the end of a half term. The medium term give details of the main teaching objectives for 

each genre. These plans define what we teach, and ensure an appropriate balance and 

distribution of work across each genres. 

 

Our short term planning is derived from our formative assessments. It details the objectives 

and the differentiated activities, including support, where appropriate. This is followed through 

with teacher assessment against the learning outcomes. Teachers use Collins Primary resources 

alongside commercially produced resources to support reading and writing. These include 

Durham County Council Progression Document for Spelling and Grammar, Letters and Sounds KS1 

/ Foundation Stage and KS2 interventions, Support for Spelling book, Sue Palmer Big Books, Film 

and ICT media resources e.g. Google images and other websites.  

Where teachers have used the Durham County Council Progression Document for Spelling and 

Grammar and Letters and Sounds they reference it and put the objectives in their short term 

plan. 

In the short term planning there is balance of shared reading, writing, speaking and listening 

and drama activities. This may be within the week or teachers may plan a two week topic where 

one week the focus is on reading with the second week on writing. It is important that there is a 

balance of activities to support and develop reading and writing. Good practice in short term 



planning includes a grammar lesson, comprehension lesson, spelling lesson, planning for writing 

lesson and writing lesson. 

In 2013 all teachers will have attended training by Pie Corbett. It is expected ideas and 

strategies from this training will be incorporated into short term planning at least once per half 

term. Appendix 1 outlines the suggested format for Key Stage 1 and Foundation stage. Appendix 

2 (to follow after training in November 2013) will outline Key Stage. 

In the academic year 2014/15 teachers have been trying to use books as a basis for the English 

work. They have used books that appropriate to their topics or year group. Activities are 

planned around these books.  

 

Teachers write links to SMSC and Rights Respecting Articles in their short term English 

planning when appropriate. 

 

Reading 

The National Curriculum 2014 provides a detailed basis for implementing the statutory 

requirements for reading. Much of the Programme of Study will be taught in English lessons, 

particularly during shared and guided reading sessions. Additional time is provided on a regular 

basis for reading at other times. There is time set aside for independent reading, using the 

library, listening to whole class stories and research linked to other subjects. National 

recommendations for the teaching of phonics and early reading are implemented in full.  

 

In shared reading the teacher models the reading process to the whole class as an expert 

reader providing a high level of support. It is important that large texts are displayed for all 

children to see. Teaching objectives are pre-planned and sessions are characterised by explicit 

teaching of specific reading strategies, oral response and collaboration. Texts are rich and 

challenging, beyond the current reading ability of the majority of the class, and are linked to 

the unit of work under current study.  

 

Guided reading is the key strategy and vehicle for the explicit and direct, differentiated 

teaching of reading comprehension. Children are grouped according to ability and each group of 

children will work with their teacher or teaching assistant once a week. These sessions will take 

place every day outside the daily English lessons depending on class size, available support or 

the preference of the teacher. In guided reading, texts are chosen to match the ability of the 

group but still provide an element of challenge.  In May 2015 the school purchased ‘Read and 

Respond’ books by Scholastic. Teachers choose three sets of books. These can be shared with 

other year groups. A teacher’s book accompanies these books which have teaching points and 

enrichment activities to deepen understanding. 

 

Key Stage 1 books (pink to white bands) are kept in cupboards outside Foundation Stage. Key 

Stage 2 books (brown to red bands) are kept in the photocopying room outside the year 5 

classroom. Both sets include a variety of fiction and non-fiction books, and there are also plays 

and poetry for key Stage 2. The main scheme that is used is Rigby Star. Read and Respond, 

Scholastic books will be used from Summer 2015. These are to be stored in individual classes. A 

list of all books is displayed in the staffroom.  

 

Each class has a Guided Reading file that has details of the ability groups and the books each 

group have read. There is also an assessment booklet for each ability group with levelled targets 

split into the assessment focuses. Each targets is highlighted and dated when the majority of 

the group achieves it. For any child not achieving the target, their initials are recorded. When 

this child does achieve the target, their initials can be highlighted and dated. 

 



Comprehension is taught weekly. This will be in the guided reading sessions as well as part of 

English lessons. This is through DARTs activities (directed Activities Related to Texts) and, in 

Key Stage 2, Comprehension Success, the traditional question and answer method. 

Comprehension is also developed across the curriculum when children are reading. Weekly 

homework must be given to focus on comprehension activities.  

 

Time is allocated throughout the week for independent reading, especially in key stage 2. Each 

class has a reading corner with a variety of reading materials suitable for that particular year 

group. Many other opportunities are provided for pupils to practice and extend reading in other 

subjects. 

 

Reading at home is regarded as an important part of reading development. When children are 

ready, usually sometime in Reception class, they are given a banded reading book to take home 

to read to parents/carers. Each child also has a home reading record in which parents/carers 

can write comments in and sign. Children select their own texts for home/school reading from a 

given book band colour and these are changed as soon as they are finished. Children are 

expected to bring in their reading book each day and are rewarded for reading at home. Special 

arrangements are made for children who are not supported at home. The focus for the reading 

is to provide practice, to develop personal response to text and crucially, reading for pleasure. 

Therefore, the home reading books should always be a level the child can access without support 

and be one band colour lower than the colour used in guided reading. In year 6, children are 

encouraged to respond to the books they are reading at home using reading diaries and reading 

journals.  

 

Every class aims to read for pleasure every week, this could be picture books, short stories, 

poetry or a class novel, depending on the age and interest of the children. There are quality 

fiction books in the staff room that can be borrowed as well as all the books in the library. Each 

class has a reading for pleasure display board in the corridor outside the library, which is 

changed termly.  

 

An established author is picked by the Junior Librarians each term as our ‘Author of the Term’. 

Books written by this author are shared with the children and then put in the library so the 

children can borrow them. The ‘Author of the Term’ is displayed outside the library. 

 

Each class visits the library weekly. Junior Librarian, our electronic library system, enables 

children to borrow one book at a time through individual bar codes, which are kept in the library 

folder. During their weekly visit, children could spend time reading for pleasure and sharing 

books with friends, they could recommend 5 star books which are displayed on the book talk 

wall, they could listen to stories read by the class teacher/Teaching Assistant or discuss 

favourite parts of books etc. It is up to the class teachers how they organise this time but it 

should always be about reading for pleasure. As well as recommending books informally on a day-

to-day basis, each class will take a turn to write formal recommendations and these are 

displayed in the library alongside the book they are recommending. Copies of the 

recommendation sheets are kept in the library cupboard. To spread the word of reading for 

pleasure in the corridors each class has a class recommendation poster. The book cover is 

photocopied and displayed near their classroom, it is changed half termly.  

 

 

 

 



Formal Assessment in reading 

Key Stage 1 and 2 use formative assessments each term, where the teachers use their teacher 

judgement to decide upon the achievement of the pupil using the national curriculum objectives 

as a guide.  

 

Teachers take into account children’s performance in class and formative assessments are 

recorded on reading tracker sheets, which are uploaded on the Gateway in the Assessment 

folder. 

 

In Year 2, past SAT papers will be introduced when teachers feel it is appropriate. The Year 2 

will undertake a formal reading Sat in Summer 2015. 

The only official test of reading in Year 1 is the Phonics Screening Test. 

 

The Suffolk Reading Test is used from Year 2, although some higher achieving year 1 children 

may complete it. This test gives a reading age as opposed to a level. This is officially completed 

at the end of the Summer Term and recorded on a tracker sheet, which is uploaded on the 

Gateway. However, it can be used at the end of each term for certain children to help decide on 

reading band colours alongside SAT levels. 

 

Teachers use both sets of assessment data and the knowledge of the child to decide on the 

correct colour band for each child/group. A helpful Guided Reading grid is used which 

incorporates all of this data. 

In the academic year of 2013-2014 the assessment of reading will be a focus.  

 

Writing 

The Writing Long Term plan generated from the National Curriculum states the genres to be 

taught in each year group. These are uploaded onto the Gateway and all teachers have a class 

file with all non-negotiable in. Teachers promote writing and look for ways to inspire and 

motivate pupils so that they see themselves as ‘writers’. Teachers establish the purpose and 

audience for writing and make teaching objectives explicit to pupils so they know why they are 

studying a particular text type, the kind of writing activities they need to undertake and what 

the expected outcome will be. Each class must be confident in their non-negotiable genres by 

the end of their year group. Teachers can also cover other genres of writing when it is for a 

purpose.  

The teaching sequence for reading and writing is used as a framework for planning a unit of 

work:  

Reading and responding  

 introduction to a genre through reading  

 teach reading strategies  

 response  

Analysing  

 analysis of texts for structural and language features  

 teacher demonstration of usage of sentence and word level features  

 creating success criteria based on key features 

Planning and writing  

 Talk for writing including drama  

 Create steps to success  

 Planning and drafting  



 Revising and editing  

 

Teachers use shared writing to model the writing process to the whole class as an expert writer 

providing a high level of support. Teaching objectives are pre-planned and sessions are 

characterised by explicit teaching of specific writing strategies, oral response and 

collaboration. Both shared reading and writing provide a context for discussion and 

demonstration of grammatical features at word level, sentence level and text level.  

Guided writing is the key strategy and vehicle for the explicit and direct, differentiated 

teaching of writing composition. Children are grouped according to ability and each group of 

children will work with their teacher once a week, or once a fortnight at KS2, depending on the 

perceived needs of the children concerned.   

 

Subject-specific texts that link to work being undertaken in other areas may also be used in 

English lessons to support the wider curriculum. Activities are differentiated through the use 

of writing frames, spelling banks, collaborative work and peer or adult support. Teachers 

encourage ‘talk for writing’, explicit links with ICT, visual literacy, small world, drama and 

feedback as an integral part of the process.  

Children are expected to write as often as possible. Children should be expected to write at 

length every week. Genres should be linked to English lessons being taught. The writing will 

enable children to apply what they have been learning about in a particular unit. Children are 

given prompt sheets that show the learning objective and the success criteria. Children should 

self assess while writing to check they have matched the success criteria in their work.  When 

marking, teachers highlight the prompt sheet to show success, areas that are satisfactory and 

areas that need improvement. 

 

Colours   Green – Success 

   Yellow – satisfactory 

   Red – Needs improvement 

Improvement prompts are written in the box at the bottom of the prompt sheet. These could 

include:    

 

Reminder prompts e.g. Add an adjective to the sentences highlighted. 

Scaffold prompts e.g. Describe how Tim felt. 

Example prompts e.g. Choose one of these sentences for your ending. 

 

Children will change their work using pencil then sign/initial the prompt sheet it is then stuck in 

their books on the next page after the piece of writing. The prompt sheets should be reduced 

down to 90% on the photocopier then trimmed so they stick neatly into books. 

 

 

Formal  Assessment in Writing 

Beginning in the Summer term of Reception and into Year 1, children are formally assessed in 

writing each ½ term. This is done at the end of a half term. Children are assessed using the 

Assertive Mentoring criterion scale and are given a phase that they are working within, which is 

recorded on the tracker sheets and uploaded onto the Gateway. These assessments inform 

future planning and link directly to the children’s individual targets. 

Half termly assessments will reflect the work done in the half term before but there will be no 

build up to the assessment.  The children will be given a learning objective, which is achievable 

for that child. Assessments will be moderated periodically. 



Children’s daily work will also be used to assess against the new criteria for writing. When 

objectives are witnessed independently the number of the objective must be wrote next in the 

margin of that piece of work.  

 

 

 

 

Handwriting  

Starting in September 2013 handwriting was focus in English for our school and continues to be 

so.  

Teachers have high expectations in the presentation of work in all areas of the curriculum. They 

provide opportunities to practise and improve handwriting and encourage pupils to develop a fully 

cursive style following the Letterjoin.co.uk style. Handwriting can also be linked to the spelling 

patterns/phonics children have been learning. Teachers model the agreed style consistently 

across the school. The agreed programme for handwriting is Letterjoin uk. This is to be used 

from the Summer term of Reception and throughout the year for all other classes.  

 

In September 2013 all children from Year 1 to Year 6 will undertake a summative assessment of 

handwriting, focusing on individual letter formation and full sentences to show handwriting style. 

This assessment will be kept in the child’s assessment portfolio. From Summer Term 2014 F2 

children will start to use this formation so they are familiar with it before entering Y1. 

The letter formation is very important. All lower case letters start from the line, encourage a 

slight slope, no joining of upper case letters, cross and dot at the end of the word, handwriting 

books used from Year 1 upwards, selected form of f s g w z x used by whole school. The correct 

formation of each letter should be on display in every classroom. 

 

Teacher order:  

F1 – patterns, lines, gross-motor movements, pencil grip. Use of a squiggle and wiggle book. 

F2 – introduce the agreed handwriting formation of the letter in the Summer term 

Year 1 to Year 6 – revisit all letters using the following sequence which introduces letters with a 

similar movement together.  

 

 

a c e o d g q s 

 

u y f 

 

l i t j 

 

m n r h b p 

 

k v w x z 

 

Practice easy words 

Practice hard words 

Capital letters 

Numbers 

Use worksheet generator to practice spellings 

 

Lesson sequence: 

Every class will spend 15 minutes daily on handwriting. 



*Teachers should review any previous letters (address difficulties)  

*Introduce new letter for the day. Use letterjoin.co.uk for the demonstration and mantra of 

how to form letter. 

*Teacher model, children air write, practice on interactive board, whiteboards. 

*Children practice in handwriting books. Share good examples, work in partners. 

*Praise correct formation, starting position, posture, size.. 

 

Posture guidance is also very important in achieving the correct handwriting style. All staff will 

receive guidance on addressing this.  

 

Speaking and Listening 

Speaking and Listening skills will be taught partly via the English lessons and partly through 

activities such as Circle Time. It will also be school policy that all teachers should be aware of 

and capitalise on opportunities, which will arise every day, for children to develop their speaking 

and listening skills across the curriculum. 

Teachers provide a wide range of contexts for speaking and listening throughout the school day 

and learning takes place in a variety of situations and group settings. For example talk partners, 

Philosophy for Children, reading aloud as an individual, taking part in class assemblies for an 

audience, working collaboratively on an investigation, interviewing people as part of a research 

project, acting as a guide for a visitor to school, responding to a text in shared or guided 

reading; Social and Emotional Aspects of Learning (SEAL) is embedded in the curriculum, and 

this provides opportunities for children to learn to respect the views of others and the 

importance of speaking and listening with regard to others. 

 

Teachers’ model speaking clearly; this includes clear diction, reasoned argument, using 

imaginative and challenging language and use of Standard English. Teachers are also sensitive in 

encouraging the participation of retiring or reticent children. Listening is modelled, as is the 

appropriate use of non-verbal communication, respecting the views of others. Children are 

individually assessed using levelled objectives. 

 

Phonics and Spelling 

Through the daily teaching of synthetic phonics in early reading development in Foundation 

Stage, pupils are taught a balanced programme which develops understanding of the alphabetic 

code, the phonemes of the English Language and their corresponding graphemes and skills in 

segmenting phonemes for spelling and blending them for reading.  

Children are taught phonics following the order of letters and sounds, using activities from the 

handbook and Jolly Phonics resources where necessary. Children are assessed using 3 grids: 

 

 Phoneme/grapheme correspondence 

 Phase they are on (blending and segmenting) 

 High frequency words 

 

When children can recognise and read a grapheme/word, it is ticked. When they can recall and 

spell a grapheme/word, it is highlighted. Each term is highlighted in a different colour. 

 

Towards the end of Y1 and throughout Y2 this phonics learning leads seamlessly into teaching 

and learning of spelling, which continues throughout KS2. Spelling rules should  be taught at 

least twice a week using interactive methods. The Support for Spelling Book is used as a guide 



for Key Stage 2 but teachers also use formative assessments to identify areas of need. 

Children are taught the rules and encouraged to make informed decisions about their spelling. 

 

 

 

Spellings 

Spelling of High Frequency words are practised regularly. The children are expected to spell and 

read the first 100 High Frequency Words then move onto the next 200 High frequency words. 

Once the children have completed these lists there is a Year 3/4 and Year 5/6 word list form 

the new national curriculum.  Teachers must keep an on-going record of spelling achievements. 

These class records must be passed onto the next class teacher.  At the end of a half term 

Rising Stars Spelling tests are to be used and results placed on assessment tracking record. 

The Rising Stars Grammar tests must also be used at the end of a half term and results 

recorded on the whole school assessment tacking record.  

 

The Foundation Stage 

In the Foundation Stage language and literacy development are incorporated in all areas of 

learning. Opportunities are provided for children to communicate thoughts, ideas and feelings. 

Purposeful role-play is used to develop language and imagination. Children are given opportunities 

to share and enjoy a wide range of rhymes, songs, poetry and books. An environment is provided 

which reflects the importance of language through signs, notices and books. Children are 

provided with opportunities to see adults writing and they can experiment with writing 

themselves. Children receive a daily literacy lesson as well as 2 phonic sessions a day. From the 

start of F2 children have a literacy book where they can record their own writing, children are 

encouraged to write as often as possible.  

 

Children follow the Early Years Foundation Stage Curriculum. We give all children the 

opportunity to talk and communicate in a widening range of situations, to respond to adults and 

to each other, to listen carefully, and to practise and extend their range of vocabulary and 

communication skills. They have the opportunity to explore, enjoy, learn about, and use words 

and text in a range of situations. 

 

 

 

Contribution of English to teaching in other curriculum areas 

The skills that children develop in English are linked to, and applied in, every subject of our 

curriculum. The children’s skills in reading, writing, speaking and listening enable them to 

communicate and express themselves in all areas of their work in school. We encourage children 

to learn about other cultures through planned learning experiences. Links with children’s 

spiritual, moral, social and cultural development are actively promoted throughout the school.  

 

Visits are planned regularly to support children’s learning. Teacher’s use these extra-curricular 

visits to enhance the learning of reading and writing.  

 

Mathematics 

The teaching of Literacy contributes significantly to children’s mathematical understanding, in a 

variety of ways. Children in the Foundation Stage develop their understanding of number, 

pattern, shape and space by talking about these matters with adults and other children. Children 

in Key Stage 1 experience stories and rhymes that involve counting and sequencing. They focus 

on new mathematical vocabulary according to the topic. Children in Key Stage 2 are encouraged 

to read and interpret problems, in order to identify the mathematics involved. They explain and 



present their work to others during plenary sessions, and they communicate mathematically 

through the developing use of precise mathematical language. 

 

 

ICT 

The use of information and communication technology, with clear learning objectives, will 

promote, enhance and support the teaching of Literacy at word, sentence and text level. 

ICT is used at whole-class, group and independent level. The screen projection of text enables it 

to be read and shared and the projection of a word processor permits the writing process to be 

modelled effectively allowing children to interact and engage with the writing process. A range 

of equipment such as digital cameras and digital camcorders are used to promote speaking and 

listening and also prepare children for writing experiences. Younger children use ICT as a source 

of information and as a way of enabling them to present their completed work effectively. Older 

children use the Internet when searching for information about a different part of the world, 

or when using desktop publishing to design a class newspaper. Children use the planning and 

proofing tools in a word processor when checking their draft work. Every class has a Literacy 

time where they have access to the Laptops and ipads.  

 

Personal, social and health education (PSHE), Citizenship, Rights Respecting, SEAL and P4C 

Literacy contributes to the teaching of PSHE and citizenship by encouraging children to take 

part in class and group discussions on topical issues. Older children also research and debate 

topical problems and events. They discuss lifestyle choices, and meet and talk with visitors who 

work within the school community. Planned activities within the classroom also encourage 

children to work together and to respect each other’s views.  

 

Spiritual, moral, social and cultural development 

Literacy contributes to all of these areas. The children can offer critical responses to the moral 

questions they meet in their work. Their understanding and appreciation of a range of texts 

brings them into contact with their own literary heritage and with texts from a diverse range of 

cultures. The organisation of our lessons allows children to work together, and gives them the 

chance to discuss their ideas and results. 

 

History, Geography and Science 

There are many opportunities to develop literacy skills across the curriculum. Reading, 

investigating, writing and talking about topic work develops children’s skills in English in a variety 

of ways. 

 

English and Inclusion 

At our school we teach English to all children, whatever their ability and individual needs. 

English forms part of the school curriculum policy and provides a broad and balanced education 

to all children. Through our English teaching we provide learning opportunities that enable all 

pupils to make good progress. We strive hard to meet the needs of those pupils with special 

educational needs, those with disabilities, those with special gifts and talents, and those 

learning English as an additional language, and we take all reasonable steps to achieve this.  

 

When progress falls significantly outside the expected range, the child may have special 

educational needs. Our assessment process looks at a range of factors – classroom organisation, 

teaching materials, teaching style, and differentiation – so that we can take some additional or 

different action to enable the child to learn more effectively. Assessment against the National 

Curriculum allows us to consider each child’s attainment and progress against expected levels. 

This ensures that our teaching is matched to the child’s needs. 



 

Children with special educational have specific targets set in their Provision Maps. Planning will 

ensure that lessons are differentiated according to their learning needs to ensure that these 

targets can be achieved. Interventions are implemented which could include extra guided 

reading, phonics, High Frequency Words, Motor skills groups etc Some staff are trained in BRP 

(Better Reading Partnership) and aim to target one child each term.  All children, from Year 1, 

are part of our Lexia program and are allocated time throughout the week.  

 

Children who are particularly able (who may be on our Gifted and talented register) are given 

opportunities to extend their learning; teachers differentiate to include ‘extension’ activities, 

groups are withdrawn for specific teaching, special projects may be undertaken to promote 

‘open ended’ work. 

 

We enable all pupils to have access to the full range of activities involved in learning 

English. Where children are to participate in activities outside the classroom (a theatre trip, 

for example) we carry out a risk assessment prior to the activity, to ensure that the activity is 

safe and appropriate for all pupils. 

 

Racial Equality & Equal Opportunities Statement 

All children have equal access and inclusive rights to the curriculum regardless of their age, 

gender, race, religion, belief, disability or ability. We plan work that is differentiated for the 

performance of all groups and individuals. Wheatley Hill Community and Primary and Nursery 

School is committed to creating a positive climate that will enable everyone to work free from 

racial intimidation and harassment and to achieve their full potential. Policies are available on 

each of these that expand on this further. 

 

 

Assessment and Recording 

Teachers assess children’s work in English in three phases. The short-term assessments that 

teachers make as part of every lesson help them to adjust their daily plans. They match these 

short-term assessments closely to the teaching objectives. Written or verbal feedback is given 

to help guide children’s progress. (See Agreed Marking Procedures). Older children are 

encouraged to make judgements about how they can improve their own work. All children are 

expected to self assess their own work daily by adding a coloured dot next to their learning 

objective, red indicates they found it hard, orange the work was ok and green they have 

achieved well.  

Teachers use medium-term assessments to measure progress against the key objectives, and to 

help them plan for the next unit of work. Teachers make long-term assessments towards the 

end of the school year, and they use these to assess progress against school and national 

targets. With the help of these long-term assessments they are able to set targets for the 

next school year, and to summarise the progress of each child before reporting it to child’s 

parents or carers. The next teacher then uses these long-term assessments as the planning 

basis for the new school year. All children have individual targets set for English, which are 

revised with the children termly and shared at parents’ evenings and via the child’s annual 

report. Y2 and Y6 take part in Standard Assessment Tasks (SATs) in the summer term of 2015.  

In the Summer term of 2016 the children will undertake a new formal assessment.  

 

Resources 

There is a budget for English and the Library. The school is well resourced with a range of 

resources to support the teaching of English across the school. 

 



Visits from Authors, Poets, Illustrators and Story Tellers are organised for every term.  

 

 All classrooms have dictionaries and thesaurus and a range of other support materials. Each 

classroom has a CD player, and a reading corner with access to a range of fiction and non-fiction 

texts. The library contains a wide selection of books to support children’s individual research 

skills. 

There is a wide range of resources to support the teaching of Literacy across the school. 

All classrooms have dictionaries and Y2 – 6 have thesauruses (new class  sets purchased April 

2015). Each classroom has sets of textbooks appropriate to their year group including Collins 

Primary, Password, Models for Writing and Comprehension Success. Access to the Internet is 

also available  by using the classroom computers, portable laptops and ipads. There is a range of 

ICT equipment which can be used e.g. digital cameras, EDAs.  

 

Teachers use Focus Education and other commercially produced resources to support writing. 

These include Developing Early Writing, Grammar for Writing, Sue Palmer Big Books, Primary 

Framework for Literacy, Film and ICT media resources e.g. Google images and Letters and 

Sounds.  

 

Guided reading is supported Rigby Star and Rigby Navigator. Every class has three sets of Read 

and Respond books to develop a deeper comprehension skills.  

 

Children have a range of books they can take home as individual readers. Phonic bug books (KS1) 

and Project X Alien Adventures (KS1 and KS2) are the newest resources.  

 

Monitoring and review 

Monitoring of the standards of the children’s work and of the quality of teaching in English is 

the responsibility of the English subject leader. The work of the subject leader also involves 

supporting colleagues in the teaching of English, being informed about current developments in 

the subject, and providing a strategic lead and direction for the subject in the school. The 

subject leader also takes part in book scrutinies, peer observation, monitoring short term 

planning and analysing termly data for reading and writing for each class. The subject leader has 

leadership and management time in order to enable her to review samples of the children’s work, 

organise events such as trips and visitors, hold pupil progress meetings and undertake lesson 

observations of English teaching across the school. Samples of children’s work are kept in a 

portfolio. This demonstrates what the expected level of achievement is in English in each year 

of the school. The subject leaders report to the governors’ Curriculum Committee regularly. The 

named governor responsible for literacy meets regularly with the subject leader in order to 

review progress. 

 

Parents / Carers 

We believe that parents have a fundamental role to play in helping children to learn. We do all 

we can to inform parents about what and how their children are learning by: 

 

 holding parents’ evenings to discuss children’s progress 

 sending an annual report to parents in which we explain the progress made by each 

child and indicate how the child can develop their learning 

 explaining to parents how they can support their children with homework and reading 

 sending termly Assertive Mentoring levels home 

 



Parents are expected to support their child(ren) by helping to complete homework, listen to 

their child(ren) read at home, provide contributions for trips and events, practice spellings with 

their child(ren). 

 

September 2016 

Review Date September 2017 


